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1852 Excerpt: ...it was commonly said that
lie was chosen to infuse a little harmony
into the meetings of the Academy. Victor
Hugo was elected to this chair in 1841.
Bougainville, the circumnavigator of the
globe, was elected to number eleven in the
year 1754. Number twelve was the chair
occupied by Voltaire. The Duke de
Montesquiou-Fesenzac, a man of
illustrious descent, of which he was
ridiculously proud, was elected in 1784 to
chair number thirteen. His claim to it was
thus described-- Tis ruled a man a book
should make Before elected he can be, So
Montesquiou his place may take, For he
has writ his pedigree. Hie Duke was so
proud of his alleged descent from Clovis
that it was a lucky tiun said dt Maurepas, 
he had not taken it into his head to lay
claim to the crown of France. The honest
and courageous Malesherbes was elected,
in 1774, to chair number fifteen. Monsieur
Thiers has occupied it since the year 1833.
DAlembert was chosen to number
seventeen in 1754, and held it for the long
period of thirty years. Chair number
eighteen, the seat of Fimelon, was
subsequently disgraced by the election of
the stupid, haughty, and vindictive Count
de Clermont, of the blood-royal of Fiance.
Several anecdotes have descended to us of
this man, all greatly to his disgrace.
Lecourbe, a poet of the day, having written
some verses on his election to the
Academy beginning thus-- Fat cousin of
Louis So lean your wit, The chair still is
vacant, In which you sit, he was so brutally
beaten by the Counts servants, that he died
of his injuries;  a lesson, said the offended
Count,  of which this sort of writing-people
stand in much need; that princes are not to
be lampooned with impunity, and that
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cudgels hit at least as hard...
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