The Ladies

Grumbach is acutely sensitive to the quiet
hum of everyday living and the small
acquired habits that bond lovers over long
periods. It is especially touching to watch
the women age as the pages turn, affecting
a kind of time-lapse realism that doesnt
diminish the Ladies passion or love for
each other. Diane Salvatore, Ms.The
Ladies is a touching, imaginative retelling
of the story of two of historys most
interesting characters: Eleanor Butler and
Sarah Ponsonby, well-born Irish women
who defied all conventions of their
eighteenth-century Irish homeland and
eloped to the small hamlet of Llangollen in
Wales, where they lived as a married
couple. There, removed from the eyes of
the world, they hoped to live out their quiet
lives. But the world outside gradually came
to claim the Ladiesfirst out of curiosity, but
eventually on the basis of profound respect,
and even love. Visited by such luminaries
as Edmund Burke, William Wordsworth,
Walter Scott, and Horace Walpole, among
many others, Eleanor and Sarah became
known throughout Britain and to history as
the Ladies of Llangollen.
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